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n 2011, I wrote an article asserting that Nigeria is at Iwar with her North and Central African 
neighbours. Yes, we are at war, but we are masking 

it with different names; banditry, Boko Haram 
insurgency, killer herdsmen, etc.

I don't know if my Northern brothers see the war the 
way I do. This insurgency is beyond what any army 
battalion can easily overcome. We need to deploy 
modern warfare technology. The enemy is difficult to 
identify once he blends into the crowd.

Our greatest mistake in the last five years has been 
the policy of reintegrating “repentant” Boko Haram 
members into society. The government is, knowingly 
or not, creating avenues for the enemy to infiltrate and 
target vulnerable Nigerians.

With the use of drones and other modern 
techniques, our soldiers would be better equipped to 
confront these enemies. Through satellite surveillance 
and mobile tracking systems, our gallant troops can 
win this war. (Let's not forget that soldiers are human 
beings too.)

Our legislators need to wake up and do the needful. 
At a time when lives are being lost daily in Benue and 
Plateau states, when bandits have taken over towns and 
villages in the Northwest and Niger State, our senators 
are wasting time discussing irrelevant matters, like 
seating positions and sexual harassment.

Let us hold a mirror to the upper chamber: Nigeria 
is becoming a laughing stock before the international 
community.

My take: Senate President Akpabio should submit 
to scrutiny

Women's inclusion in African politics still requires 
deliberate study and deep understanding. Spouses of 
female politicians must be mature enough to trust and 
support their wives. Male politicians must give the 
utmost respect to their female counterparts and 
remember that she is someone's daughter, wife, or 
sister.

They must grow beyond ego and recognise these 
ladies as equals, if not more. I recall the words of 
distinguished Senator Ita Giwa: “For a woman to 
campaign and win a senatorial seat, she is already a 
man.” The men in the chamber must accord these 
women due respect.

As a Nigerian, I have carefully observed the 
ongoing altercation in the Senate between 
distinguished Senator Natasha Akpoti-Uduaghan and 
the Senate President, distinguished Senator Godswill 

Akpabio. Though ridiculous, it is clear that the Senate 
President did not handle the matter as expected of the 
upper house.

Former federal lawmaker and Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria, West Idahosa (SAN), challenged the legality 
of Senator Natasha Akpoti's extended suspension, 
asserting that the Senate has overstepped its 
constitutional boundaries.

Idahosa emphatically stated that parliamentary 
suspensions face strict legal limitations: “You can't 
suspend a sitting senator or lawmaker for more than 14 
days, and not only that, you can also not suspend 
without hearing the other party.”

I was shocked to see the accused becoming the 
judge in a matter where he is directly involved. Are we 
in Animal Farm or an animal kingdom? Clearly, this is 
a wrong action at the wrong time.

Our senators should focus on how to win the 
multifaceted war raging across our land instead of 
trivialising national discourse with issues like sexual 
harassment.

At a time when inflation, hunger, and pest-infested 
crops plague our farmers and when armed herders are 
preventing farming activities, our politicians are busy 
discussing endorsements for elections that are still two 
years away. Are we even serious?

I remain baffled by our leaders' belief that 
“repentant” Boko Haram members should be 
reintegrated into society. Honestly, we must pity our 
soldiers. Treat criminals as criminals. A murderer 
claims to have repented, and you let him walk freely 
among the same people he once terrorised? Hmmm… 
en fina sori orule sun. (You set the house on fire and 
went inside to sleep.)

President Tinubu must call the political class to 
order. This is no time for politicking. Let's come 
together, united, to make Nigeria great.

GOD BLESS NIGERIA.

Nigeria: Repentant killers, distracted 
Senators, and a nation in peril
... Time to face reality 

Lai Gidado 
3rd June 2025
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adiza Bala Usman's time as boss of the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) Hfrom 2016 to 2021 was a wild ride—some wins, but a whole lot of drama. 
Her big clash with Abdul Samad Rabiu, the head of BUA Group, over their 

Rivers Port deal getting canceled is just one messy chapter. Let's dig into her other 
controversies, tie them to the BUA fight, slam her tenure, and scold both sides for 
airing their dirty laundry in public, which makes Nigeria look bad and scares off 
investors.

Hadiza's Other Headaches
Money Mess: In 2021, Transport Minister Rotimi Amaechi suspended Hadiza, 

claiming NPA didn't send N165 billion of profits to the government. A probe 
followed, but it found no solid proof. She got her job back in 2022 after an audit 
cleared her. Still, the whole thing screamed political drama, with whispers she was 
targeted for her ties to ex-Governor Nasir El-Rufai.

Dodgy Contracts: Hadiza was accused of playing favorites with contracts, like 
kicking Intels off a big port deal in 2017 for not following financial rules. It sparked 
a nasty fight, with some saying she was settling political scores. Similar gripes came 
up with other port operators, painting her as tough but maybe too picky.

Stakeholder Fights: Hadiza went hard on companies like APM Terminals and 
Five Star Logistics, demanding they fix port infrastructure. Some cheered her for 
cleaning up, but others called her a bully who ignored their challenges. It made her a 
lot of enemies.

Political Games: Her appointment screamed “El-Rufai's friend,” and her 
suspension looked like Amaechi flexing muscle. The back-and-forth—sacked, then 
reinstated—made NPA look like a political ping-pong ball.

How This Ties to the BUA Drama
The BUA fight fits Hadiza's pattern like a glove:
Picky Enforcement: Like with Intels, Hadiza hammered BUA for not rebuilding 

berths at Rivers Port, ignoring their claims that NPA didn't dredge or secure the port. 
Rabiu even said she canned their deal to help a pal's business—sounds familiar to 
the Intels accusations.

Ignoring Rules: BUA says Hadiza steamrolled a court order and arbitration to 
shut their terminal. That echoes complaints about her bending rules in other deals or 
her own suspension saga.

Political Whiffs: Rabiu's claim of favoritism smells like the political mud slung 
at her elsewhere. Her reinstatement after Buhari stepped in mirrors BUA's 
comeback in 2022 when the termination was called illegal.

Public Brawls: Both Hadiza and BUA took their beef to the press in 2025—her 

with a fiery rebuttal, them with a victim 
story. It's the same loud mess as her 
Intels fight or suspension drama.

Slamming Hadiza's Tenure
Hadiza came in swinging, trying to 

fix Nigeria's messy ports. She cut ship 
w a i t  t i m e s  a n d  p u s h e d  f o r 
accountability—big wins. But she 
botched the execution. Her “my way or 
the highway” vibe, like in the BUA case, 
turned partners into foes. Ignoring court 
orders and arbitration made her look 
like she thought she was above the law. 
The money scandal, even if unproven, 
showed she wasn't watching the books 
closely enough. And her political ties? 
They made every move look like a 
power play. She wasn't corrupt, but she 
was stubborn and played favorites, leaving a trail of fights that hurt more than 
helped. Her tenure was a bold mess—some progress, but way too much noise.

Scolding Both Sides
Hadiza and BUA need to sit down and shut up. Her public clapback at Rabiu in 

2025 was petty—she's got facts but didn't need to air them like a reality show. 
BUA's whining about being wronged, while dodging their own failures, is just as 
bad. Their back-and-forth makes Nigeria's ports look like a circus, scaring off 
foreign investors who already dropped from $5.8 billion in 2016 to $2.2 billion in 
2023. This public shame game screams “Nigeria can't get it together,” and it's on 
them. They should've settled this quietly instead of dragging the country's name 
through the mud.

Bottom Line
Hadiza's time at NPA was a mix of gutsy moves and sloppy fights, with the BUA 

saga as Exhibit A. She pushed for change but tripped over her own ego. BUA's not 
innocent either—they messed up and then played the victim. Their public spat is a 
bad look for Nigeria, chasing away money the country desperately needs. Both 
need to grow up and put Nigeria first.

Chidi Ekeh

Barr. Dolapo Ahmed

Pearl Ngwama         - Lagos

Falilat Oreoluwa Dikko

Editor

Olaniyi Gbenga   - Ekiti
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Let's face it, life doesn't come with a manual, but if we're 
lucky, it comes with a mother. From the bustling streets 
of Lagos to the sun-kissed villages of Abeokuta, one 

truth rings out loud and clear: the woman especially the 
African womanbis the rock on which many homes are built. 
She's the cook, the comforter, the counselor, the peacemaker, 
and often, the unsung breadwinner. She juggles roles like a 
seasoned circus act, only without the applause.
In Yoruba culture, there's a saying that packs more punch than 
a whole paragraph: "Òrìsà bí Ìyá ò sí, Ìyá là bá máa bọ." It 
means, “There's no deity like a mother, she's the one we 
worship.” And truthfully, who else would willingly carry 
another human being for nine months, endure labour, and still 
go on to sacrifice nearly every comfort for their child's 
wellbeing?

The late Dr. Sikiru Ayinde Barrister, the Fuji music icon from 
Ibadan, knew the worth of women. Though never pinned down 
as a feminist, Barry as fans fondly called him was one of the 
few male artists of his time who consistently paid homage to 
womanhood and motherhood in his music. He didn't just sing 
to entertain; he sang to teach, to correct, and to honour.

In one of his early tracks, he proclaimed:

“Òrìsà bí Ìyá ò sí, Ìyá là bá máa bọ...”
(There is no deity like a mother, she is the one we must 
honour.)

This wasn't just poetry—it was cultural truth, sung straight 
from the heart. In his songs like "Adieu MKO Abiola" and 
"Precious Mum," Barry painted women as pillars of strength 
and virtue. He spoke of them with respect, celebrated their 
hard work, and even gave heartfelt marital advice: urging 
women to be of good character, hardworking, and dignified.

And he wasn't alone.
From Nelson Mandela, who credited his mother and a strong 
female figure in his life for his early education, to Barack 
Obama, who frequently praised the resilience of his late 
mother Ann Dunham and his wife Michelle, we see examples 
of men who knew that womanhood isn't just sacred, it is 
society's safety net.
In Nigeria, men like Fela Durotoye, Tony Elumelu, and Obi 
Cubana have also publicly recognized the invaluable support 
and strength of women whether mothers, wives, or colleagues 
on their paths to success. Even the late MKO Abiola was 
known to empower women politically and socially, long 
before it became mainstream.
These are not weak men. They are wise men.
They understand that a society that sidelines its women is 
building on sand, and that behind every great man is not just a 
woman but a mother who prayed, a sister who sacrificed, and a 

wife who stayed.

More Than Mothers
But womanhood is not limited to motherhood. Not every 
woman will bear children, and not every mother figure is 
defined by biology. From teachers who shape minds in 
classroom corners, to market women who trade with wisdom, 
and the nurses in LUTH, FMC, or even the quiet community 
hospitals in Enugu and Ekiti these women carry life in more 
ways than one.

They carry hope.

They carry culture.

They carry the future.

And so, in a world that still pays lip service to gender equality, 
we must do more than clap on International Women's Day. We 
must raise daughters who know their worth, and raise sons 
who respect that worth.
We must celebrate the Subuola in every home—the woman 
who never went to Harvard but taught her child to dream; the 
woman who gave up her comfort for someone else's future; the 
woman who may never wear a crown, but whose hands bless 
everyone she touches.

Let's Say It Loud: Òrìsà Bí Ìyá Ó Sì

As Barrister once prayed in his music:

“Orí mi má jẹ fi ìyá mi sáyé lọ…”́
(May my destiny never cost me the presence of my mother.)

May we live with that same wisdom.
To every mother, every woman who wears her struggle like 
fine lace this is for you. Not just because you carried life, but 
because you gave it meaning. Your strength is not in your 
silence, but in your sacrifice. And your worth? Beyond rubies.
Let's build a world that remembers: the rise of women is the 
rise of us all.

WOMANHOOD 
AND MOTHERHOOD: 
A Divine Trust Worth Honouring

By Oreoluwa Dikko 

Email address 
Kehindedikko@gmail.com 
Tel- 07034484445

Falilat Oreoluwa Dikko
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he Nigerian House of Representatives Committee on TSolid Minerals has threatened to recommend the 
revocation of mining licenses of companies operating 

quarries across the country for either operating illegally or 
failing to honour legislative summons.

Chairman of the Committee, Hon. Jonathan Gaza Gbefwi, 
representing Keffi/Karu/Kokona of Nassarawa State handed 
down this warning at an investigative hearing into the 
activities of mining companies in Nigeria. 

The lawmaker specifically ordered Arab Contractors and 
Omatek to either present all relevant documents authorizing 
their quarry operations or shut down immediately.

Hon. Gbefwi expressed displeasure that several quarry 
operators had refused to honour the Committee's invitations, 
describing their actions as a flagrant disregard for the laws of 
the land.

“It is unacceptable for companies to operate within Nigeria 
while disobeying extant laws and ignoring legislative 
oversight,” he said.

The lawmaker said an oversight visit by the Committee to 

several quarry sites in the Federal Capital Territory exposed a 
deplorable state of affairs, particularly the failure of 
companies to fulfill their community development 
obligations.

He further disclosed that in many of the companies visited, 
only technical staff reside in Nigeria, while Managing 
Directors and senior executives—mostly foreign nationals, 
particularly from China—remain in their home countries.

“We welcome foreign investment in Nigeria,” Gbefwi 
noted, “but we will not tolerate a situation where host 
communities are subjected to inhumane conditions and denied 
the benefits promised under signed agreements.”

He added that Arab Contractors were found to be operating 
an illegal quarry site without securing the required approvals 
from relevant authorities.

The lawmaker warned that, beyond recommending the 
suspension of operational licenses for defaulting firms, the 
Committee may be compelled to push for the outright 
revocation of such licenses.

ear readers you are welcome to your column, the 

DPARLIAMENT, this month we are giving you juicy 
stories from our representatives. Happy reading.

Reps Threaten Revocation of Licenses 
for Defaulting Quarry Operators

The Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Hon. Abbas 
Tajudeen, has emphasized that a 

robust Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) framework is vital to 
d r i v i n g  j o b  c r e a t i o n ,  y o u t h 
e m p o w e r m e n t ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c 
diversification in Nigeria.

He made this known in Abuja while 
declaring open a public hearing on a bill 
to establish the Federal Institute of 
Information Technology in Idanre, 
Ondo State.

Represented by the Deputy Chief 
Whip, Hon. Ibrahim Isiaka, the 
S p e a k e r  s a i d  t h e  p r o p o s e d 
legislation, if passed, would serve as 
a strong response to the challenges 
of unemployment and social 
discontent.

Abbas expressed optimism that 
the bill would help equip Nigerian 
youth with digital skills aligned 
with the demands of the 21st-
century workplace.

“ T h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a l i g n 

Speaker Abbas: ICT Framework Critical to Job Creation, Youth Empowerment



seamlessly with President Bola Ahmed Tinubu's Renewed 
Hope Agenda on youth empowerment and job creation,” he 
said.

He further underscored the need to explore how ICT can 
transform the education sector—how students learn, how 
knowledge is delivered, and how educational processes are 
managed.

The Speaker reiterated the importance of harnessing the 
immense potential of emerging and future ICT technologies to 
revolutionize the Nigerian education system.

He described public hearings of this nature as valuable 
platforms for citizens, experts, and stakeholders to contribute 
meaningfully to the development of ICT education in the 
country.

“Such contributions will not only guide lawmakers in 
shaping effective legislation but also offer valuable insights 
into the likely impact of the proposed bills,” he said.

Abbas, however, noted that the success of such initiatives 
goes beyond legislation, calling for the collective commitment 
of all stakeholders to implement policies that will redefine the 
role of technology in Nigeria's development narrative.

Also speaking, Chairman of the House Committee on 
Digital and Information Technology, Hon. Adedeji Olajide, 

said the bills are designed to provide employment 
opportunities for Nigeria's growing youth population.

He commended Speaker Abbas for his consistent support 
and for personally declaring the hearing open. Olajide noted 
that the objective of the hearing was to gather expert input and 
public opinion to guide the legislative process.

“This is also an opportunity for citizens to actively 
participate in shaping laws that affect their lives,” he said.

The sponsor of the bills, Hon. Festus Akingbaso (Idanre 
Federal Constituency, Ondo State), stated that the goal was to 
bring Nigeria in line with global standards in technology 
development. He said the proposed institute would create jobs 
and contribute meaningfully to the country's economic 
advancement.

In his remarks, the Director General of the National 
Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA), Mr. 
Kashifu Inuwa Abdullahi, reaffirmed the agency's 
commitment to promoting digital literacy across Nigeria.

Represented by Emmanuel Edet, Programme Manager at 
NITDA, Abdullahi expressed the agency's full support for the 
bill, which he said aligns with NITDA's mandate to advance 
technology and digital development nationwide.

Key stakeholders in Nigeria's sugar industry have 
reaffirmed their commitment to the successful 
implementation of the National Sugar Masterplan 

(NSMP), which aims to transform Nigeria into a net exporter of 
sugar and related products, while contributing meaningfully to 
national economic growth.

Stakeholders—including the National Sugar Development 
Council (NSDC), Nigeria Customs Service (NCS), National 
Agency for Food and Drug Administration and Control 
(NAFDAC), BUA Group, Flour Mills of Nigeria Plc, and Abuja-
based consulting firm NINA-JOJER—made this commitment at 
a one-day public hearing on a bill to amend the National Sugar 
Development Council Act, held on Thursday at the National 
Assembly.

The proposed legislation is titled “A Bill for an Act to Amend 

the National Sugar Development Council Act, CAP 
N78 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2024, to 
Provide for the Functions and Powers of the 
Council, and the Payment of All Monies Received 
by the Council into the Federation Account in 
Accordance with Section 162 of the Constitution of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as 
amended), and for Related Matters” (HB.2022 and 
HB.2030).

In his presentation, the Executive Secretary of 
the NSDC, Mr. Kamar Bakrin, emphasized the 
t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  S u g a r 
Masterplan—chief among them the creation of 
100,000 high-quality jobs, development of rural 
infrastructure, and savings of over $1 billion in 
foreign exchange annually.

“To realize this vision, we require $4.5 billion in 
investments, which the Council is actively working 
to attract. Investor confidence is critical, and that 
confidence hinges on transparent, rule-based 

policies,” he said.
Bakrin raised concerns over the recent directive mandating 

that 50% of the sugar levy be remitted to the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund (CRF), warning that such measures could 
undermine the sector's transformation goals.

“The sugar levy was specifically introduced to fund the 
development of the sector, unlike import duties. Redirecting 
those funds could derail the country's industrial ambitions,” he 
warned, adding that the NSDC has established a technical 
committee to thoroughly review the proposed amendments and 
provide feedback.

Representing the Director General of NAFDAC, Prof. 
Mojisola Adeyeye, Mrs Iba Edward expressed the agency's 
support for the bill's intent to enhance the Council's regulatory 
capacity. However, he cautioned that some of the proposed 

Stakeholders Reiterate Commitment to National Sugar 
Masterplan as Reps Move to Amend NSDC Act

THE PARLIAMENT
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provisions overlap with NAFDAC's core regulatory functions as 
outlined in Section 5 of the NAFDAC Act.

“We urge the National Assembly to clearly delineate the roles 
of NSDC to avoid conflict and duplication. NAFDAC remains 
the regulatory authority for all food imports, including sugar, to 
ensure consumer safety and quality standards,” he said.

Also speaking, Assistant Comptroller General of Customs, 
K.C. Egwuh, affirmed the Nigeria Customs Service's 
commitment to its revenue collection mandate under Nigeria's 
fiscal laws. He reiterated the agency's support for efforts to 
enhance transparency and efficiency in the sugar industry.

Representing BUA Group, former Minister Dr. Aliyu Idi 
Hong expressed the company's firm commitment to the NSMP, 
noting BUA's substantial investments in the sector.

“We have developed a nearly 50,000-hectare sugar plantation, 
with 20,000 hectares already under cultivation, and we're 
acquiring another 50,000 hectares. While we're not where we 
want to be yet, we are making progress,” he said.

Hong, however, urged policymakers to consider the economic 
impact of regulatory changes on both producers and consumers. 
“Fiscal policies must be holistic and sensitive to the realities of 
Nigerians. As a socially responsible company, we support the 
backward integration policy and commend the ongoing 
reforms.”

On behalf of Flour Mills of Nigeria, Mr. Onome Okurah, Head 
of Government and Community Relations, acknowledged the 
challenges in the sector but stressed the company's continued 
dedication.

“We operate on over 6,000 hectares and currently run sugar 
production for three to four months each year. We believe that 
with sustained collaboration, we'll see meaningful progress in the 

next decade,” he said.
The consulting firm NINA-JOJER also made submissions at 

the hearing, raising concerns about the bill's provisions on the 
utilization of the sugar levy, quota allocation, expanded 
regulatory roles, and enforcement mechanisms. The firm called 
for clarification of grey areas to ensure transparency and 
effectiveness.

In his opening address, Chairman of the House Committee, 
Rep. Enitan Dolapo Badru, said the hearing was part of efforts to 
develop inclusive legislation that will strengthen the NSDC's 
capacity to drive the NSMP.

“We urge all stakeholders to contribute constructively. Our 
goal is to build a sustainable and competitive sugar industry that 
creates jobs, improves livelihoods, and contributes significantly 
to national development,” he said.

In his remarks, Minister of Industry, Trade and Investment, 
Dr. John Owan Eno, emphasized sugar's potential in achieving 
President Bola Tinubu's $1 trillion economy vision.

“Sugar plays a critical role in rural development, job creation, 
and national value generation. The NSMP is a vital component of 
our industrialization drive. However, its success depends on the 
collective attitude and accountability of both public and private 
sector actors,” he said.

The Minister noted that while the sugar industry has benefited 
from over $2 billion in incentives under the first and second 
phases of the Masterplan, its contribution to the economy 
remains underwhelming—estimated at just $30 billion.

“This amendment is intended to strengthen the law, correct 
past lapses, and ensure we achieve real import substitution and 
sustainable local capacity,” he concluded.

Th e  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Representatives, Hon. Abbas Tajudeen has 
said With Nigeria's economy still grappling 

with the vulnerabilities of oil dependency, 
agriculture presents the most viable alternative to 
attaining broad-based economic resilience.

Abbas stated this while declaring open the 
public hearing on 11 bills organised by the House 
Committee on Agriculture Colleges and 
Institutions at the National Assembly Complex in 
Abuja on Monday.

Represented by the deputy chief whip, Hon. 
Ibrahim Isiaka, the speaker said it is within the 
context of agriculture as a viable alternative that 
the establishment and expansion of agricultural 
research institutions across the country is not only 
necessary but strategically urgent.

"There are a good number of Countries that 
have attained a significant leap in agro 
development. These countries that have attained global respect in 
agricultural transformation are driven by investing substantially 
in research and development. Brazil's Embrapa, for instance, 
reengineered an infertile savannah into a global food hub.

"Vietnam's targeted agricultural reforms pulled vast 
populations out of poverty. Israel continues to innovate in arid-
zone agriculture through technology-driven methods. Nigeria, 
blessed with expansive arable land, a youthful farming 

population, indigenous knowledge systems, and an emerging 
tech ecosystem, stands at the cusp of replicating and even 
surpassing such success stories if we act decisively.

"I am firmly convinced that the passage of these bills will 
invigorate our agricultural institutions by providing them with a 
robust legal and operational framework. Strengthening research 
centres will unlock new insights in crop production, pest control, 
and climate-smart agriculture. Expanding extension services 

Agriculture Most Viable Alternative For 
Broad-based Economic Resilience - Speaker Abbas

THE PARLIAMENT
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will bridge the gap between research and practice, ensuring that 
innovations reach the grassroots.

"Enhanced farmer engagement will not only boost 
productivity but also lead to improved livelihoods, healthier 
soils, and rural development outcomes. By building institutional 
capacity, we are also investing in future generations of 
agronomists, scientists, and policy experts who will sustain this 
momentum. These are the issues to be considered as we make our 
contributions to these bills," he said.

Earlier, the committee's chairman, Hon. Isiaq Akinlade said 
with a  population size of over 220million and still growing, the 
nation is desirous of more agricultural colleges and research 
institutions that will help proffer solutions to issues namely — 
climate change, insecurity, pest outbreaks, soil degradation, 
unskilled laborers, livestock management amongst others.

"I am positive that establishing more agricultural colleges and 
institutions will drive specialization and dedication to 
agricultural excellence. Other tangible benefits of the 
Establishment Bills are to:create jobs for our teeming youths 
through its various value chain.

"Centers of Learning – equipping students with modern, 
science-based agricultural skills in crop production, livestock 
management, agribusiness, and environmental stewardship. 
Hubs of innovation – conducting research to improve yields, 
enhance farming systems to meet global standards.

"Catalysts for Rural Development – supporting local 
agribusiness; and nurturing entrepreneurs who will drive 
sustainable development from the ground up. Bridge gap 
between tradition and technology – preserving indigenous 
knowledge whilst also introducing cutting-edge technologies 
like precision farming, biotechnology, and modern irrigation 
systems etc.

"I envision these colleges not as isolated institutions, but as 
networks — collaborating with other agric institutions, 
ministries, and the private sector — to ensure their teachings are 
practical, market-relevant, and future-facing. To our youth: these 
colleges represent opportunity. To our farmers, it represents 
support. And to our nation, it represents a pathway to food 
security, economic growth, and environmental sustainability," he 
added.

The House of Representatives 
Committee on community and 
S o c i a l  D e v e l o p m e n t / N G -

CARES Hon . Abubakar Kusada has 
requested for documents from the 
Federal CARES Support Unit of the 
N ige r i a  Communi ty  Ac t ion  fo r 
Resilience and Economic Stimulus,NG-
CARES, showing their transaction from 
2009 till 2021.

The Committee Chairman, Hon 
Kusada gave the directive during an 
interactive meeting with members of his 
committee and the group in a meeting 
held at National Assembly complex, 
Abuja

The Lawmakers during the occasion 
urged the NG-CSRES to urgently 
provide state-by-state reports detailing 
t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  a l l  s t a t e 
coordinators in mitigating the effects of flooding.

Members of the committee also used the occasion to discuss 
with the National Coordinator of group, Abdukarim Obaje on 
how he should manage the results with the states before 
releasing the published amounts of money each state has 
received.

In his brief presentation at the meeting, the National 
Coordinator, Abdulkarim Obaje while commending lawmakers 
for their effective oversight explained that the Loan repayment 
are hampered by the fluctuating exchange rates in the country.

He therefore informed lawmakers that the loan agreement 
between Nigeria and the World Bank is with a value of $70m 
while the disbursement of $2.2 billion have been carried out 
among various states across Nigeria.

Earlier while responding to question from the committee, the 
National Coordinator explained that Nigeria Community 

Action for Resilience and Economic Stimulus (NG-CARES) 
Programme, formerly known as the Nigeria COVID-19 Action 
Recovery and Economic Stimulus, is one of the shock response 
mechanisms established by the Federal Government to address 
the negative impact of the pandemic and other related shocks. 

According to him: "NG-CARES Programme is a World 
Bank-assisted multi-sectoral intervention specifically designed 
to provide immediate emergency relief to poor and vulnerable 
Nigerians, smallholder farmers, and micro and small 
enterprises (MSEs) that were adversely affected by various 
shocks, including COVID-19".

"The NG-CARES Programme is implemented by the 36 
States and the Federal Capital Territory (FCT) using the 
Programme for Results (PforR) lending instrument.

The Programme Development Objective (PDO) is “ To 
expand access to livelihood support and food security services, 
and grants for poor and vulnerable households and firms”

NG-CARES: Reps C"ttee Directs National Cordinator 
to Brief on Expenditure from 2009 to 2021

THE PARLIAMENT
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ADVERTORIAL

Onifiye of Idado-Ijesa felicitates Owa of Ijesaland 
on Coronation, offers prayers for peaceful reign

The Onifiye Adimula of Idado-Ijesa 
Kingdom, His Royal Majesty, Oba Michael 
Kehinde Adebowale Taiwo (Orilobamise 
Jowele Lori-Oko II), has congratulated His 
Imperial Majesty, Owa Clement Adesuyi 
Haastrup (Ajimoko III), Owa-Obokun 
Adimula, the Paramount Ruler of 
Ijesaland, on his corona�on ceremony 
held on the 23rd of May, 2025.
According to the monarch:
"On behalf of the Onifiye-in-Council and 
the en�re people of Idado-Ijesa, I 
felicitate with Your Majesty on your 
historic ascension to the revered throne 
of your forebears.
"This is indeed a divine affirma�on of 
your wisdom, strength, and commitment 
to the progress of Ijesaland.
"As you mount the sacred stool of your 
ancestors, we pray that your reign be 
long, peaceful, and prosperous.
"May your wisdom con�nue to inspire 
unity, growth, and development across 
Ijesaland.
"May the Almighty endow you with good 
health, uncommon insight, and the 

strength to carry the burden of leadership 
with grace and honour.
"We look forward to a reign that will upli� the 
cultural heritage of our land, strengthen 
tradi�onal ins�tu�ons, and usher in a new era 
of peace and prosperity for all Ijesa sons and 
daughters, both at home and in the diaspora.
"Once again, I say congratula�ons, Kabiyesi 
and may your crown never lose its glory."
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Director-general of the National Sports Commission 
(NSC), Hon. Bukola Olopade, has 
given high praise to the just 

concluded 22nd National Sports Festival, 
dubbed the 'Gateway Games 2024', stating 
that Ogun State has established a new 
benchmark for future events.

Olopade, who also serves as the 
chairman of the main organising committee, 
made the remark during the closing 
ceremony of the biennial sporting event at the 
MKO Abiola Sports Arena in Abeokuta on 
Thursday. He urged Enugu State, the next 
host of the festival, to further elevate the 
standards of the games.

“Ogun State has done an exceptional job 
as a host, and this is due to the visionary and 
intentional leadership of Governor Dapo 
Abiodun. This is the standard that Enugu 
State must strive to surpass, and I have no 
doubt that Governor Peter Mbah will deliver 
another world-class Games in 2026,” 

Olopade said.
Ogun State took the hosting of the National Sports Festival to a 

new level, culminating in a breathtaking closing ceremony on 
Thursday.

After nearly two weeks of non-stop competition, the closing 
ceremony showcased all the elements of a true global sporting 
spectacle.

From the quality of attendance to the inspiring calisthenics 
display, musical performances, and the various motivating 
speeches from top government officials, Thursday's closing 
ceremony has undoubtedly raised the bar for future games.

Delta State emerged as the winner of the games, successfully 
defending the title they claimed two years ago in Asaba, with a 
total of 337 medals, including 126 gold, 100 silver, and 111 
bronze.

Ogun State finished in second place, securing 93 gold, 65 
silver, and 80 bronze medals, while Bayelsa State took third place 
with 92 gold, 65 silver, and 71 bronze medals.

Completing the top five were Rivers and Edo States. Rivers 
finished fourth with 76 gold, 58 silver, and 65 
bronze medals, while Edo placed fifth with 
73 gold, 101 silver, and 119 bronze medals.

Lagos finished sixth with 38 gold, 43 
silver, and 88 bronze medals, while Oyo 
came in seventh with 38 gold, 37 silver, and 
51 bronze medals. The Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) ended in eighth place with 14 
gold, 8 silver, and 17 bronze medals, while 
Osun ranked ninth with 13 gold, 3 silver, and 
11 bronze medals. Akwa Ibom rounded out 
the top ten with 12 gold, 11 silver, and 20 
bronze medals.

The highly commended Invited Junior 
Athletes (IJA) finished the festival in an 
impressive 18th position, winning 2 gold, 9 
silver, and 11 bronze medals, inspiring the 
next generation of Nigerian athletes.

A total of 2,139 medals were awarded at 
the games, comprising 633 gold, 624 silver, 
and 882 bronze medals

SPORTS

Ogun State Sets New Standard For 
National Sports Festivals – Olopade
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